
at the well attended after-
noon tea at St John’s. For 
me, personally, it was a 
pleasure having the Arch-
bishop around the presby-
tery, for times of informal 
conversation, prayer and 
sharing meals together. 
Still, I’m glad visitations 
only come around once in 
a blue moon! 

The Visitation was a good 
time for taking stock. Hav-
ing to give an account of 
things to the Archbishop is 
a good way of reviewing 
the life of our parishes. 
While there are good 
things in our parishes, and 
some green shoots of new 
growth, we are only at the 
start of our renewal. It is 
by no means assured. Next 
week I will speak at all 
Masses about the vision for 
the future of our churches. 
I hope that all come to 
share this vision. 

I have received a letter 
from the Archbishop. In it 
he says: 

“Just a brief line to thank 
you for a splendid Parish 
Visitation last weekend. As  
you know, I shall add my 
particular comments to the 
Visitation Report, but I 
wanted to thank you im-
mediately for your won-
derful hospitality and for 
giving me such a compre-
hensive overview of the 
parishes in your care.” 

It sounds like the Archbish-
op was very pleased with 
his visit to our partnership 
of parishes. He certainly 
seemed to enjoy the tour 
of the parishes, and was 
quite taken with the scen-
ery from the elevated part 
of the parishes. He was 
most interested to hear of 
my vision and plans for the 
parishes and approved of 
what we are trying to do in 
regard to Renovation. He 
enjoyed meeting parishion-
ers after Masses, and also 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
St Giuseppe Moscati 

1880-1927 
Witnessing the way in 
which his brother was 
treated  after a serious acci-
dent, Giuseppe realised 
that he had a vocation to be 
a doctor. His studies and 
research went side by side 
with his contact with the 
poor and sick in his service 
as a doctor. He was re-
nowned as being fearless in 

treating the sick in the face 
of volcanic eruption and 
cholera epidemic. He did 
not charge the poor for 
treatment, and indeed gave 
alms as well as medicine. 
He took a private vow of 
chastity. His medical work 
was supported spiritually 
by going to daily Mass and 
frequent Holy Commun-
ion. He saw faith as having 
a great part in healing. 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Biddulph Sunday 8.30am 
Goldenhill Sunday 10.30am 
Kidsgrove Saturday 6pm 
Packmoor Sunday 6pm  
You may also request Confession from one of the priests at 
other times outside these advertised times. 

Saturday 11th   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Denis Culhane 

Sunday 12th      9.00am    Holy Mass  Patrick Phelan 

Thirty-Second  11.00am   Holy Mass  Terry Chappell 

Sunday of the  3.00pm    Blessing of the Graves Biddulph Cemetery  

Year   5.30pm  Reception of Body Jill Tatton RIP 

Remembrance Day    6.30pm Holy Mass November List 

Monday 13th 9.15am    Holy Mass November List 

Feria   10.30am  Requiem Mass Jill Tatton RIP 

  6.00pm   Holy Mass Arthur & Sarah Holmes 

Tuesday 14th 8.30am    Eucharistic Adoration  

   9.30am  Morning Prayer  

    2.15pm Holy Rosary  

  6.00pm   Holy Mass Michael & Doreen Pender 

Wednesday 15th   11.00am  Eucharistic Adoration  

St Albert the Great   12noon  Holy Mass November List 

Thursday 16th     
St Margaret of     
Scotland 

6.00pm    Holy Mass  November List 

Friday 17th   9.30am  Holy Mass Sheila Barron 

St Elizabeth of    
Hungary 

   6.00pm Holy Mass November List 

Saturday 18th 9.15am    Holy Mass John & Julia Biggane 

Dedication of the 
Basilicas of St Peter 
& St Paul     

  6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday November List 

Sunday 19th                9.00am    Holy Mass  Thomas & Ursula Norton 

Thirty-Third   11.00am   Holy Mass  Maureen & Ken Green 

Sunday of the 
Year 

   6.30pm Holy Mass November List 

Feria 9.15am    Holy Mass  November List 

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 
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and are learning a lot. Refreshments 
are included. We will have our next 
meeting on Friday 24th November, 
at 7pm at St Joseph’s.  

Divine Renovation Conference  
As a follow up for those who went on 
the DR conference in Twickenham, 
we’ll have a get together on Wednes-
day 15th November at 7pm. Please 
let Fr Julian that you are able to 
come. We’ll have a meal together 
and discuss our thoughts following on 
from the conference. 

Welcome Ministry at St John’s 
We had a great meeting on Wednes-
day evening at St John’s thinking, 
talking and praying about Welcome 
Ministry. We had a great small 
group, but we need more people 
who will be part of this including 
men! So come to the next meeting 
which will be planning our Welcome 
Ministry. The meeting is on Wednes-
day 22nd November at 7pm in the 
sacristy at St John’s.  

Parish Mission Please pray for the 
Mission which will be taking place at 
St Joseph’s, led by the Franciscans of 
the Renewal, 19th to 24th May 2018. 
Fr Bernard Murphy and the Francis-
can Sisters from Leeds will be with 
us. The Mission starts on Pentecost 
Sunday. We will keep the novena of 
the Holy Spirit for the nine days be-
tween Ascension and Pentecost, to 
pray for the Mission. It is important 
to start praying for the Mission now! 

Disciple groups We have several 
disciple groups meeting around our 
parishes. If you are interested in be-
coming part of a disciple group, then 
please contact Fr Julian and he will 
point you in the right direction. 

Men’s disciple group We started 
the group as a follow on to the Men’s 
Alpha. All men are welcome to come 
along. We are looking at the back-
ground to the Eucharist in the Bible, 

Holy Hour  
 
“This is the won-
derful truth, my 
dear friends: the 
Word which be-
came flesh two 
thousand years 
ago, is present 
today in the Eu-
charist.” 
Pope St John Paul II 

This Advent, we are inviting our 
parishioners to come together on 
Thursday evenings for a Holy Hour 
of prayer with Jesus in the Blessed 
Sacrament. It will be a time with 
music, readings, led prayer and si-
lence, and is a great opportunity for 
us to come together and pray. The 
Holy Hour will begin at 7pm. 

Thursday 7th Dec  St John’s 
Thursday 14th Dec  English Martyrs’ 

Thursday 21st Dec St Joseph’s 
O Come, let us adore Him! 

PARISH REGISTERS 
Marriage  

Congratulations to George Moore 
and Elsie Moore née Porras whose 
marriage was convalidated and 
blessed at St Joseph’s on Saturday. 

Deaths 

Please pray for the soul of Jill Tatton. 
Requiem Mass will be offered for the 
repose of her soul on Monday 13th 
November at 10.30am at St John’s, 
Followed by interment at Newcastle 
(Keele) cemetery. Her body will be 
received into Church today at 
5.30pm. 

Also for the soul of Graham Hall. A 
funeral service to pray for the repose 
of his soul will be on Tuesday 21st 
November at Carmountside Crema-
toreum at 1.00pm. 

 Requiescant in Pace 

Autumn fayre 

English Martyrs’ & St Patrick’s Fayre 
is at Biddulph Town Hall next Satur-

day from 10am to 12noon.  

PLEASE COME ALONG 
and support your parish. 

We also need willing helpers to help 
move things over to the Town Hall 
and back again. All offers of help to 

Paula Paskin please. 
WE NEED CAKES so please bring 
your baked goods on the morning. 
All draw tickets should also be re-

turned today or brought to the Fayre 

ALPHA 

We have begun our new 
Alpha, and it is taking 
place at St Joseph’s on 
Saturday mornings from 

9am to 10.45am. It’s not too late to 
be part of this! Maybe this is the time 
for you to do Alpha? Alpha is also for 
those who have no background with 
faith, for those who have stopped 
coming to church, as well as for prac-
tising Catholics who want to go 
deeper and more personal with Je-
sus. Do you know someone who 
needs Alpha? Pray for that person, 
and then invite them. Why not come 
along with them too? Alpha is a re-
laxed environment, and great fun, so 
don’t be afraid to take the plunge. 

November List of the Dead  
There is still time to participate in 
the November list. Please place a list 
of the beloved dead of your family 
and friends in one of the envelopes 
to be found at the back of church. 
You can also include a donation to 
pay the stipend for the Masses for the 
dead which are celebrated each day 
of November and throughout the 
year. 

Blessing of Graves  The blessing 
of graves at Biddulph cemetery is this 
afternoon at 3pm.  

friendship club 

Christmas party 

Tickets are now on sale, priced 
£4, for our Christmas Party 

which is taking place at 
Kidsgrove Town Hall on Tues-
day 12th December from 1pm 

to 4pm. 

Everyone is welcome, whether 
you are a regular at the Friend-

ship Club or not. For tickets 
please contact Teresa in the par-

ish office (782121). 



Entrance Antiphon: Let the hearts that seek the 
Lord rejoice; turn to the Lord and his 
strength; constantly seek his face. 
Psalm Response: For you my soul is thirsting, O 
God, my God. 
Gospel Acclamation: [Alleluia, alleluia.] Stay 
awake and stand ready, because you do not 
know the hour when the Son of Man is com-
ing. [Alleluia.] 
Nicene Creed 
Preface of the Dead V 
Eucharistic Prayer II 
Acclamation:  When... 
Communion Antiphon: Let your face shine on 
your servant. Save me in your merciful love. 
O Lord, let me never be put to shame, for I 
call on you. 

DEANERY & BEYOND FUNDRAISING  
Collections  
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£411.49, Non Gift Aid £206.08. 
Total £617.57. Johnson Association 
£108.47. 
Goldenhill Gift Aid £274.13, Non 
Gift Aid £229.10. Total £503.23. 
Johnson Association £78.49. 
Kidsgrove Gift Aid £236.00, Non 
Gift Aid £178.55. Total £414.55. 
Johnson Association £130.39. 

Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200 
Club Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 
This week’s draw: 1st Prize £20, 
No.67 C Warrilow; 2nd Prize £10, 
No.43 S Meakin; 3rd Prize £5, No.9 
T Moran.  

APF Red Boxes Could the 
Kidsgrove Parishioners who have 
not had their Red Boxes emptied yet 
bring them to church as soon as pos-
sible and hand to Trina Harding? If 
you have difficulty getting to church 
and would like to make arrangements 
for collection please ring Trina on 
07966 848499. 

Thinking about the Gospel 
Matthew 25:1-13   

This is a great symbolic story which tells us about the end of time, but also 
about how we should live each day. In the parable, Jesus is the Bridegroom. 
In this, He fulfils God’s ancient promise to join himself forever to His chosen 
people as a husband cleaves to his bride. The bridesmaids represent us, the 
members of the Church. We are called to lives of holiness and devotion until 
He comes again to lead us to the heavenly wedding feast at the end of time. 
As St. Paul warns in today’s Epistle, Jesus is coming again, though we know 
not the day nor the hour. We need to keep vigil throughout the dark night of 
this time in which our Bridegroom seems long delayed. We need to keep 
our souls’ lamps filled with the oil of perseverance and desire for God. We 
are to seek Him in love, meditating upon His kindness, calling upon His 
name, striving to be ever more worthy of Him, to be found without spot or 
blemish when He comes. If we do this, we will be counted as wise and the 
oil for our lamps will not run dry. The Lord has prepared, the rich banquet 
which will satisfy our souls. 

Parish Priest’s Open House  

The next Parish Priest’s Open 
House, when Fr Julian can be seen 
for any reason, is on Monday at 
6.30pm at St Joseph’s Presbytery. 
Please note the new time. Open 
House is on most Mondays, but 
please call to confirm. 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps are dedicated for: 

St John: Arnold Jones; Roy Slezak; 
Wendy & Michael Smithson 
St Joseph: M Booth 
All the sanctuary lamps at our four 
churches are available for dedication. The 
lamp burns all week—minimum donation 
£5. Please see Fr Julian (or Tony Gian-
nasi for St John’s) to arrange. 

Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) 
CTS Sunday Missal page 802 THIS SUNDAY ’S L ITURGY 

Taizé Service There will be an Ad-
vent Taizé service at St Teresa’s, 
Trent Vale on Thursday 30th No-
vember at 7.30pm. The invitation is 
open to all to join in this Ecumenical 
Service of prayer and songs. 

Days of Prayer for Vocations 
Forthcoming days of prayer for voca-
tions will be at Our Lady’s in Fenton 
on Friday 10th November and St 
Mary’s, Cresswell on Saturday 2nd 
December. 

Memorial Safety Survey Newcas-
tle under Lyme Borough Council 
have advised they will soon be start-
ing a memorial safety inspection at 
their cemeteries and this will include 
the Attwood Street Cemetery in 
Kidsgrove. If anyone has any con-
cerns about this they are holding an 
information afternoon on Tuesday 
14th November, 2pm to 4pm at 
Keele Cemetery, Keele Rd, ST5 5AB 
or you can ring 616379. 

FR HUDSON ’S JOBS 
Father Hudson’s Care are looking to 
make appointments to two positions 
in North Staffs, supporting the work 
with older people in the area, and 
helping to expand that work.  

Older People’s Coordinator 
Someone who will provide one to 
one support for older people, run-
ning outreach and befriending ser-
vices and supporting volunteers. 37 
hours per week. 4 year fixed term 
contract. Salary £20,310 to £21,436 
pa. (Job reference P1188) 

Monitoring & Admin Assistant 
To provide administrative support to 
the project. 16 hours per week. 4 
year fixed term contract. Salrary 
£16,603 to £17,250 pro rata. (Job 
reference P1187). 

Visit fatherhudsons.org.uk for an 
application form. Closing date 27th 
November. Interviews 4th December 

Lost & Found A pair of glasses & 
case have been found on the drive at 
English Martyrs Church. There is a  
name inside the case of M Radson. If 
this is you or you know this person 
please contact the parish office. 


